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We are excited to announce that we are having our  2nd Annual Combined 
Community Christmas Carol Sing and Light-Up Night  on the Rochester Area 
School District Campus on Sunday, December 8, 2019. 
 
Last December the Carol Sing and Light-Up Night welcomed over 800 area children 
and adults who enjoyed a wonderful day of Christmas craft-making, face painting, 
creating letters to our veterans, enjoying the Reader Dogs, visiting with Santa Claus, 
watching a stage performance of “A Night Before Christmas”Gift Certificate Prizes 
were awarded by spinning the WBVP Prize Wheel, and everyone participated in a 
wonderful Christmas Carol Sing-a-long featuring members of the Rochester Area 
School District Chorus and Band Members and the 100 voices and orchestra 
members of the Beaver Valley Choral Society!  Everyone enjoyed some cookies and 
cocoa and the merriment of the day! 
 
Non-perishable food items were collected for the needy and homeless in our area.  
Our kindergarten children performed a rousing choral concert and the finale came 
with the traditional Light-Up of the entire school campus! 
 
Last year, we began a tradition of inviting neighboring schools for the fun day. We 
are extending an invitation to the  Freedom High School Music   Department  to join 
in on the fun.  Your volunteer music students will become part of the carol sing 
chorus and band and will support the singing and playing of some of the most 
beloved carols of the season.  The carol sing will conclude with a full performance of 
“Hallelujah”  from  “Messiah!” 
 
The Freedom School Music Department will be recognized with special posters and 
announcements during the day.  Rochester High School Student Christmas Spirit 
Representatives will be on hand to meet, greet and help your students feel right at 
home! 
 
Participation in the Carol Sing and Light-Up Night is a perfect way to gain 
recognition for your school’s music department and your students while giving them 
a fun  Community Service  opportunity. 
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Here are 10 Reasons Why The Freedom High School Music Department Will Benefit 
from Participating in the Carol Sing and Light-Up Night at Rochester High School. 

1.  Students will enjoy new experiences – new bonds – new friendships beyond 
their school campus. 

Your choir and band members will share an experience that will create connections 
within the performing ensembles.  A bond will be set among the members of the 
ensembles.  They will meet other area music students who share a passion for 
performing that will encourage their talents.  New friendships will be ignited 
through the shared experience. 

2.  Everyone enjoys caroling. 

Singers enjoy singing, band members enjoy playing, school administrations enjoy 
the bonding, teachers enjoy sharing their students’ talents, and the community 
enjoys the music and the spectacle. 

3.  The community will respond enthusiastically to the arts. 

We all want our area communities to support arts efforts in our schools.  Students 
performing in the carol sing act as ambassadors for their school, making new 
connections possible.  Students who serve in this community project may be more 
likely to volunteer in other worthwhile community projects and even do so later in 
life. 

4.  A way to build future music students. 

When other students experience the excitement of seeing and hearing your 
students performing they will be inspired to join your music department programs. 
The memory of the event will remain with them as an imprinted, emotional and 
musical experience. 

5.  Everyone will celebrate community. 

The fabric of our culture has become torn in recent years.  Celebrating in a 
community Christmas carol sing creates community through music.  We connect 
and unite our community through the joy of making music together.  Everyone is 
welcomed! 

6.  Caroling brings memories of past generations. 

Everyone can sing carols!  Little children to adults sing together.  We all sing 
together, bond together, creating new, life-long memories.  Your music students 
help bring memories back to life and help create new memories for generation that 
will follow! 

7.  Music touches everyone. 

Strict scheduled performances are one thing – in a carol sing, we are close to our 
audience, in them, and around them.  The music and excitement surrounds us all. 
Your students learn how to connect with an audience on a very personal level.  It’s 
about audience connection and less about singing or playing perfection. 
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  8.  Students will be empowered from a leadership role. 

When students lead, they are empowered to work together.  They will have a direct 
leadership role in keeping the carol sing moving with excitement and enthusiasm. 

9.  It’s a no-cost performing opportunity. 

There is great value in performing with an audience for the sheer joy of making 
music together.  And, there is no cost to the audience and no cost to your school. 

10.  There is no better time of year for goodwill to all! 

The meaning of goodwill to all is perfectly expressed during the carol sing as all ages 
and all people gather in harmony of music, harmony of mind, and harmony of spirit. 

We look forward to receiving your acceptance of this invitation.  We will provide 
further information about the Combined Community Christmas Carol Sing and 
Light-Up Night at the Rochester High School Campus once we receive your reply. 

Please let us know either way by calling before October 22, 2018, so we can get the 
music for your choir and band members in time for a review back in their 
department music rooms. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jane W. Bovalino 
Superintendent, Rochester Area School District 
724-775-7500 
  
Raymond J. Rotuna 
Artistic Director, Beaver Valley Choral Society 
Carol Sing Coordinator 
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